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• The first and only one in its area of work globally, 
designated in March 2018, re-designated 2022 - 2026

• Network of more than 800 WHO collaborating centres 
worldwide across >80 countries

• Informs and supports the development of policies, action 
and solutions to achieve healthy prosperous lives for 
current and future generations

• Working collaboratively across the UK globally, bringing 
in and sharing learning, innovation, expertise and good 
practice, incl. the NHS, National and Local Government, 
academia, public and third sector

World Health Organization Collaborating Centre (WHO CC) on 

Investment for Health and Well-being at Public Health Wales

Overview 



• Enabled and delivering an MOU between the Welsh Government and the WHO Regional Office 
for Europe enhancing Wales’ visibility and impact on the global stage

• Established the first national Welsh Health Equity Status Report initiative (WHESRi) applying an 
innovative WHO framework and methodology to help reduce the health equity gap in Wales

• Progressed a portfolio of work to strengthen the case for sustainable investment in population 
health and reducing inequalities, developing innovative tools, guidance and networks

• Progressed a portfolio of work to address adversity and trauma across the life course with a 
focus on ACEs, violence prevention and building resilience

• Progressed a portfolio of work on Sustainable Development and Health in All Policies, informing 
policy and practice in Wales and internationally

• Informing and supporting the COVID-19 response and recovery in Wales and internationally 

Established and strengthening the organisational and Wales’ role as a global influencer 

and live innovation site for health equity and prosperity for all

WHO CC key achievements 2018 – 2022 



1) Inform and accelerate progress towards healthy prosperous lives for all, 
mitigating harms and enabling opportunities from COVID-19

2) Mobilise and synthesize evidence, enabling a shift towards investing in 
population health (prevention) and health equity 

3) Strengthen Wales’ role in Global Health Security, developing and sharing 
good practice, expertise, innovative solutions and tools

• COVID-19 International Horizon Scanning

• COVID-19 National Public Engagement Survey

• COVID-19 Health Impact Assessments (HIAs)

• COVID-19 Economic Impact & Modelling

• COVID-19 impact on violence and crime and ACEs 

• WHESRi and COVID-19 first report

• WHESRi Solutions Platform, incl. COVID-19

Synergy on Global, European and National Levels Addressing the COVID-19 Syndemic

WHO CC activities informing and supporting 

Wales’ and international response

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jing.fm%2Ficlipt%2FmiiJmT%2F&psig=AOvVaw3VgBhxG4G7rPRcgtAIOhB8&ust=1596534484006000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiYncjg_uoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL
https://www.google.com/search?q=WALES&client=firefox-b-d&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=kPkVms2maUUggM%252CVXaerhUZLoHxQM%252C%252Fm%252F0j5g9&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kThSn34z0ob-CpwCs7JoXk1EhPKKQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiuuOuE_efqAhUFaq0KHbINDsYQ_B0wIXoECBAQAw#imgrc=kPkVms2maUUggM
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Fimages%2Fdefault-source%2Finfographics%2Flogo-who.tmb-1200v.jpg%3FCulture%3Den%26sfvrsn%3D2fcc68a0_15&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2F&tbnid=AT9_v5G5WoK0uM&vet=12ahUKEwi9u-qS_efqAhVBbK0KHYv6AhcQMygCegUIARCDAQ..i&docid=u3bU0ADFqSnHSM&w=800&h=320&itg=1&q=World%20Health%20Organization&client=firefox-b-d&ved=2ahUKEwi9u-qS_efqAhVBbK0KHYv6AhcQMygCegUIARCDAQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ianphi.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw3QY-7lUsWxhh8uTgyDPdjZ&ust=1595751915997000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiKsqf95-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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MoU between the Welsh Government and 
the WHO Regional Office for Europe 2020-23

Wales – an Influencer and a Live Innovation Site for Health Equity in Europe and Globally

COVID-19 sustainable response and recovery towards 
an economy of wellbeing, leaving no one behind

New Programme for 
Government

Wales’ 
enabling 
policies & 
commitment 

Global & 
European 
levers for 
change 

https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus


WHESRi innovating and engaging to help reduce the health equity gap in Wales and beyond

Reports series 

Decomposition Analysis Animations

First WHESRi report

‘Placing health equity at the 
heart of sustainable Covid-19 
response and recovery’

Quantify the relative 
contribution of each 
essential condition to the 
health gap in Wales

International Horizon Scanning

Summary Report On the impact 
of COVID-19 on increasing the 
Health Gap and Vulnerability

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/welsh-health-equity-status-report-whesri/


Strengthening the case for investing in population health and equity

Modelling economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic



Addressing adversity and trauma across the life course with a focus on ACEs, 

violence prevention and building resilience



Promoting and supporting Sustainable Development and Health in All Policies, 

informing policy and practice in Wales and internationally



Terms of reference

TOR 1: Provide scientific and policy evidence and 
expertise   to WHO supporting direct technical 
assistance to Member States to build capacity and 
implement effective inter-sectoral policies       
addressing the social determinants of health and 
equity across the life course. 

TOR 2: Innovate and harness economic 
methodologies and multi-disciplinary approaches          
to support WHO to implement the Economy of    
Wellbeing initiative. 

TOR 3: Provide evidence and support WHO to 
convene stakeholders’ dialogues and create a 
common space for exploring and identifying    
solutions to critical health equity challenges. 

Activities

1) Informing and accelerating action and 
solutions to place health equity at the heart 
of all policies and investments

2) Strengthening the case for investment in 
population wellbeing and health equity towards 
building an Economy of Wellbeing

3) Strengthen Health and Equity in All Policies 
towards achieving sustainable development, 
leaving no one behind 

4) Enhancing understanding and awareness, and 
driving investment for building capacity and 
resilience to prevent adversity, trauma and 
injuries across the life course

Working across borders, sectors, disciplines, networks and partners towards a healthier, 

more equal, resilient, prosperous and globally responsible Wales 

WHO CC Work Plan 2022 – 2026



WHO Health Equity 

Dataset and Gateway

Forward Look: WHESRi

Developing a Welsh Health Equity Solutions Platform

1. Data
Interactive digital dataset and 
links to key data sources

2. Policies
Legislation, strategies, 
policies, guidance, etc. 
relevant to health equity and 
its wider determinants

3. Health economics & 
modelling
Costs, economic consequences,
trends, projections, S/ROI
related to health equity and 
wider determinants 

4. International evidence
International evidence on health 
equity and promising interventions

5. Unmet needs / vulnerability
Evidence and lived experiences 
related to vulnerable groups,
protected characteristics and those 
at greater risk of poor health

6. Sustainable solutions
Exploring & synthesizing evidence 
and engaging with stakeholders to 
inform decision-making and 
investment prioritisation

A live platform developed iteratively over time as a gateway to evidence, innovative tools and 
stakeholder forum to inform and enable sustainable solutions towards closing the health gap
• Features including reports, animations, webinars, interactive tools
• Functionality including decomposition analysis and automated reports  

Digital Health Equity 

Solutions Platform 

for Wales



People & 
Equity-

centered

Forward Look: WHO CC supporting the Foundational Economy in Wales

Informing and helping to create an Economy of Wellbeing in 
Wales and beyond

• People’s wellbeing at the centre of decision-making and 
investment, enabling all to reach their full potential

• Mutually reinforcing nature of population wellbeing, health 
equity, social capital, economic growth and environmental 
sustainability

• Informing and enabling sustainable, efficient and equitable 
policies and systems across sectors that secure universal 
access to public goods, services and opportunities

• Using Social Value (social and economic return on investment) 
in the design and implementation of (public) health and social 
services, including COVID-19 recovery packages

• Informing and strengthening Wales’ Foundational Economy 
and NHS investment in population health, utilising 
international expertise and piloting innovative tools & approaches



Home - World Health Organization Collaborating Centre On Investment for Health and Well-being (phwwhocc.co.uk)

New agreement between WHO/Europe and Welsh Government launched to accelerate action on health equity. https://www.euro.who.int/en/about-

us/partners/news/news/2020/11/new-agreement-between-whoeuropeand-welsh-government-launched-to-accelerate-action-on-healthequity

Welsh Health Equity Status Report initiative (WHESRi) and WHESRi animations 

Placing health equity at the heart of the COVID-19 sustainable response and recovery: Building prosperous lives for all in Wales report, 2021. 

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/welsh-health-equity-status-report-whesri/

Sustainable Investment for Health & Well-being

How to Make the Case for Sustainable Investment in Well-being and Health Equity: A Practical Guide

Cost of Health Inequality to the NHS in Wales. Report 1: Cost Associated with Inequality in Hospital Service Utilisation

International Horizon Scanning

Wales Health Impact Assessment Support Unit

Health and Sustainability Hub

Violence Prevention Unit

ACE Support Hub and ACEs Resources

Public Engagement Survey

COVID 19 Resources

Summary Report The Impact of COVID-19 on Mental Health and Increasing Vulnerability

Summary Report On the impact of COVID-19 on increasing the Health Gap and Vulnerability

Economic Consequences of COVID-19 Pandemic Outbreak on Health Indicators and Health Service Use in Wales

World Health Organization Collaborating Centre On Investment for Health and Well-being Work Plan

WHO Collaborating Centre on Investment for Health and Well-being launched

Resources

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/partners/news/news/2020/11/new-agreement-between-whoeuropeand-welsh-government-launched-to-accelerate-action-on-healthequity
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/ih/our-work/welsh-health-equity-status-report-initiative-whesri/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/ih/2022/02/21/new-animation-highlights-need-for-focus-on-health-equity-for-covid-19-recovery/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/welsh-health-equity-status-report-whesri/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/ih/our-work/sustainable-investment-for-health-well-being/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/how-to-make-the-case-for-sustainable-investment-in-well-being-and-health-equity-a-practical-guide/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/cost-of-health-inequality-to-the-nhs-in-wales-report-1-cost-associated-with-inequality-in-hospital-service-utilisation/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/covid-19/international-horizon-scanning/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/whiasu/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/teams/health-and-sustainability-hub/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/covid-19/violence-prevention-unit/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/teams/ace-support-hub/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/?filter-keywords=ACEs&filter-year=&filter-team=&filter-type=
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/covid-19/public-engagement-survey/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/covid-19/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/summary-report-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-mental-health-and-increasing-vulnerability/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/international-horizon-scanning-and-learning-summary-report-on-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-increasing-the-health-gap-and-vulnerability/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/resources/economic-consequences-of-covid-19-pandemic-outbreak-on-health-indicators-and-health-service-use-in-wales/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/about-us/more-information/
https://phwwhocc.co.uk/ih/2018/07/16/who-collaborating-centre-on-investment-for-health-and-well-being-launched/


World Health Organization Collaborating Centre On Investment for Health and Well-being (phwwhocc.co.uk)
Public Health Wales, 2 Capital Quarter, Tyndall Street

Cardiff, CF10 4BZ
www.publichealthwales.org

Thank you! 

https://phwwhocc.co.uk/
http://www.publichealthwales.org/

