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 Introduction

This funding catalogue is the second in a series of information resources linking key  
European Union (EU) funding opportunities to Wales’ health and well-being priorities. 

The first catalogue covered Horizon 2020 and the Third Health Programme. This  
catalogue explores European Regional funding such as Structural Funds and Territorial  
Cooperation Funds (Interreg).

Despite the outcome of the recent EU referendum, European engagement,  
collaboration and funding opportunities continue to be important areas for the Welsh  
Government (WG)  and NHS Wales.  This was highlighted in the recently published final  
report and recommendations of the EU Funding Ambassadors, a panel appointed by the WG 
to promote and maximise opportunities offered by European funding programmes directly  
managed by the EU for 2014-2020. 

Wales’ international activities are driven by the key principles of enabling individuals and 
communities to enhance their health and well-being; improving the quality, efficiency and  
sustainability of social and health services and creating opportunities for  
economic growth. Developing appropriate organisational capacity and staff capabilities is  
fundamental to delivering on these principles. 

The coherence of European and Welsh strategies, policy objectives, goals and priorities  
offers the potential to exploit a range of relevant funding and collaborative opportunities to  
support and enhance the impact of national policies in all fields, but especially health,  
research and innovation.  

Welsh health and care organisations continue to build and strengthen partnerships with other 
organisations, regions and countries. Sustainable collaborative relations, platforms and  
projects enhance the sharing of experience, knowledge and skills; support faster  
identification and adoption of technology and service innovation; and help to address  
common challenges and goals. 

The development of this series of information resources forms part of the 
International Health Coordination Centre’s (IHCC) work to improve awareness and  
understanding, and to support capacity and capability building across the NHS in Wales.

http://www.internationalhealth.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/1100/European%20Funding%20Catalogue%20v1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/eu-referendum
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/160317-ambassadors-report.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/160317-ambassadors-report.pdf
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/?lang=en
http://, a panel appointed by the WG promote and maximise opportunities presented by the European Union’s d
http://, a panel appointed by the WG promote and maximise opportunities presented by the European Union’s d
http://, a panel appointed by the WG promote and maximise opportunities presented by the European Union’s d
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 Context

Health in European Policy 

Wales is one of the four devolved nations of the United Kingdom (UK) with  
responsibility for health and well-being. As a region of the European Union (EU) and 
the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe (WHO EURO), Wales is also  
working with other UK and European countries and regions to fulfill common policy  
objectives across a wide range of areas. 

The EU and WHO EURO cover slightly different geographical areas and have distinct  
responsibilities regarding health. That said, recognising synergies that exist between the  
respective roles and objectives, the European Commission (EC) and WHO EURO Secretariat 
have agreed various cooperation and collaboration frameworks on key  topics of common 
interest. For 2015-2019 these include: innovation and health, health security, public health 
information systems, chronic diseases, health inequalities and health system strengtheningi.

The WHO EURO strategy, Health 2020, (Fig. 1) provides an overarching policy 
framework for its 53 Member Statesii. The framework aims to address the main health 
challenges faced by WHO EURO, such as communicable and non-communicable 
diseases, health inequalities, health  system  strengthening  and  responding  to  health 
emergencies. 

Figure 1: Health 2020 prioritiesii 

HEALTH2020 
strategic objectives 

Working to improve 
health for all and 

reducing the health divide

Improving leadership and 
participatory 

governance for health

HEALTH2020  
four common 

policy priorities for health  

Investing in health through a 
life-course approach and 

empowering people

Tackling Europe’s major health 
challenges: NCDs and 

communicable diseases

Strengthening 
people-centred health systems, 
public health capacities and 

emergency preparedness, 
surveilance and response

Creating resilient communities 
and support environments

http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/member-countries/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/home
http://ec.europa.eu/health/eu_world/international_organisations/who/index_en.htm
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-policy/health-2020-the-european-policy-for-health-and-well-being
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Europe 2020 is the EU’s 10-year strategy (Fig. 2) promoting smart, inclusive and sustainable 
growth across its 28 Member States. While health is not identified as a priority under  Europe 
2020, it is recognised by the EC as a key contributor to the success of the strategy. To support 
the implementation of Europe 2020 and to aid  Member States and Regions to  promote a 
healthier Europe, the EU has adopted the health strategy “Together for Health” based on 4 
core principlesiii (Fig. 3).

Although Health 2020 and Together for Health are independent strategies, the EU and 
WHO EURO regularly issue joint declarations explaining their collaborative work and   
areas of cooperation as defined in their cooperation and collaboration frameworksi.

Shared health values Health is the greatest 
wealth

Strengthening the EU’s 
voice in global health

Health in all policies 

Together for Health

Employment 

Research and 
Development

Climate Change and 
Energy Sustainability 

Education 

Poverty and Social 
Exclusion 

75% of 20-64 year olds to be employed 

3% of the EU’s GCP to be invested in research and 
development 

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20-30% by 2020
Collect 20% of energy from renewable sources

Increase energy efficiency by 20%

Reduce the rate of early school leavers to below 10%

At least 20 million fewer people in or at risk of poverty and social 
exclusion

Figure 2: The core principles and targets of Europe 2020iv

Figure 3: The core principles the EU health strategy “Together for Health” iii

http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/strategy/policy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/eu_world/international_organisations/who/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/strategy/policy/index_en.htm
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European Regional Policy and Funding

In order to allow EU strategies to be evenly implemented and to reduce disparities 
across Europe, the EU has adopted a Regional Policy that covers all the regions and 
cities of the 28 Member States. Also known as the Cohesion Policy, this is the EU’s 
main investment framework to meet the goals of Europe 2020 through regional  
developmentvii.  
To address the challenges that the different regions of the EU face, the Regional Policy is  
delivered through five funds, which form the European Structural and Investment (ESI) 
Funds, including the: 

1. European Regional Development Fund (ERDF - see pg. 12) which promotes  
economic and social cohesion in the EU by addressing imbalances between its regions and  
supporting regional cooperation. It also finances European Territorial Cooperation              
Programmes (Interreg), which funds cross-border, interregional and transnational    
cooperation projects (see pg. 28). 

2. European Social Fund (ESF - see pg. 12), which promotes employment and education 
opportunities across the EU, with a specific focus on vulnerable populations.

3. Cohesion Fund (CF), which only applies to Members States with the lowest gross    
national income and is therefore not available in the UK.

4. European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD - see pg. 21), 
which aims at helping rural communities to address the range of economic,  
environmental and social challenges specific to these areas.

5. European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), which is the fund  
supporting the transition to sustainable fishing under the EU’s maritime and  
fisheries policies for 2014-2020. As funding opportunities for health under this fund are 
limited, it is not covered in this catalogue.

The Regional Policy also includes other fund either targeted at specific countries, such as 
those that are undergoing the accession process to the EU, or at specific issues, such as 
conflict settlement in Cyprus. For example, the EU Solidarity Fund provides emergency 
funds to Member States affected by major natural disasters and is only  available for that 
purpose. 

In order to allow the Regional Policy to meet its 11 thematic objectives (Fig. 4)vii, it has a 
budget of €351.8 billion (£278 billion). This is to be allocated across the 5 funding streams 
between 2014-2020, and is almost a third of the total EU budget. 

To help identify relevant funding streams, the EC has created a checklist where it is  possible 
to search for funding by theme, EU priority and type of applicant such as private businesses 
vs. public bodies. 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/what/investment-policy/
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/erdf/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/social-fund/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/cohesion-fund/
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/emff/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/solidarity-fund/#1
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/how/priorities
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/checklist/
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Figure 4. Europe 2020 priorities and the EU Regional Policy thematic objectives for 
2014-2020

Based on the overarching framework provided by the EU Regional Policy Priorities for  
2014-2020 and considering national specifics, each Member State or Region  
defines its own priorities for the individual funds in collaboration with the EC. The  
priorities for Wales are presented in Figure 5. 

There are opportunities for health, care and third sector organisations in Wales to  
access significant EU and other international funding to support policy development and  
implementation, research and innovation, leading to better health and well-being and  
enhanced service sustainability. 

While health is not directly identified as a priority for 2014-2020, the Regional Policy  
acknowledges that it is a key asset for regional development and to address economic 
and social disparities across Europe. 
To help guide countries and potential beneficiaries in using ESI  
funding for health-related projects, the EC has issued various documents.

Smart Growth Sustainable Growth Inclusive Growth

EU Regional Policy Thematic Objectives

Europe 2020 Priorities

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/themes/health/
http://ec.europa.eu/health/health_structural_funds/policy/index_en.htm
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The EU Referendum

The result of the recent EU referendum opened the way for the UK to leave the  
EU, through the coined term “Brexit”. 

There remains scope for Wales to retain, strengthen and even increase its  
involvement in European networks, partnerships or funding programmes due to the 
coherence between policies, goals and priority areas, providing a clear opportunity to exploit 
EU funding streams to add value in Wales. 

Access to some EU funding programmes after exiting the EU, such as European Territorial  
Cooperation Programmes, Horizon 2020 or Erasmus +, may be negotiated by the UK  
Government. Further information on Brexit and its impact on European funding streams is 
available in Annex 1.

The UK will remain a full member of the EU, subjected to the same rights and obligations 
as any other Member State, until the UK Government and the EU institutions negotiate and 
adopt a withdrawal agreement ix.  

The WG issues regular updates and guidelines on the future of EU funds on its website.viii

Figure 5. Overview of EU regional funding opportunities available in Wales and their 
respective prioritiesxi

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/node_en
http://,
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/?lang=en
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 European Structural Funds

 European Regional Development Fund and European Social  
 Fund

 Key sources of information

 For full information on the European Structural Funds in Wales, please go to the  
 programme website and guidance documents. 

 Key contacts for the European Structural Funds

 Tel: 0845 010 3355
 Email: enquiries-wefo@wales.gsi.gov.uk

Keywords 

employment, research and  
development, climate change and 
sustainability, education, poverty 
and social exclusion

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/applying/?lang=en
mailto:enquiries-wefo%40wales.gsi.gov.uk%20?subject=


13

 European Structural Funds

 European Regional Development Fund  
 and European Social Fund

What are European Structural Funds?

European Structural Funds include both the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
and the European Social Fund (ESF). The ERDF aims to strengthen economic and social  
cohesion across Europe by addressing imbalances between regions while the ESF focuses 
on human capital through the improvement of employment and education opportunities.

Worth over £1.8 billion for the period 2014-2020, the funds are managed by the Welsh  
Government (WG) through the Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO), according to the 
priorities and plan agreed with the European Commission (Fig. 6)i. 

Aside from the priorities covered by each fund, every project funded under European  
Structural Funds in Wales should address 3 cross-cutting themes: 

 1. Equal opportunities 
 2. Sustainable development 
 3. Tackling poverty and social exclusion 

To ensure cohesion between European and national investment, WG has developed an  
Economic Prioritisation Framework for Welsh European Funds, which details priority  
investment for a specific area of Wales and/or a specific sector. 

The European Structural Funds aim to reduce the economic, social and territorial  
disparities between regions; they are distributed according to the level of development  
required in an area. Wales is divided into two areas: East Wales, which receives lower  
funding and is covered under the priorities of each fund applicable on an all-Wales basis, and 
West, North Wales and Valleys (WNW&V), which receives higher funding and has dedicated  
additional objectives under each fund in addition to those applicable to all-Wales (Fig. 6  
and 7).

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/erdf/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/social-fund/
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/applying/cross-cutting-guidance/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/150615theeconomicprioritisationframeworkv3.pdf
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Figure 6. ERDF and ESF funding allocation and priorities for Wales (2014-2020)ii

Figure 7. Definition of priority areas in Wales for European Structural Fundsii

ESF Priorities

 1. Tackling Poverty though 
     Sustainable Employment 

 3 Objectives for WNW&V
 1  Objective for East Wales 

 2. Skills for Growth 

 4 Objectives for WNW&V
 3 Objectives for East Wales

 3. Youth Employment and 
     Attainment

 4 Objectives for WNW&V
 2 Objectives for East Wales 

ERDF Priorities

 1. Research and Innovation 

 2 Objectives for WNW&V
 2 Objective for East Wales

 2. SME Competitiveness 

 5 Objectives for WNW&V
 5 Objective for East Wales

 3. Renewable Energy and Energy 
     Efficiency 

 3 Objectives for WNW&V
 2 Objective for East Wales

 4. Connectivity and Urban 
     Development

 4 Objectives for WNW&V
 2 Objective for East Wales

East 
Wales

9%

WNW&V 
33%

East 
Wales 

8%

WNW&V 
50%
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How could accessing these funds improve the health of Welsh 
citizens?

Under these funds, health is primarily addressed through ERDF Priority 1 on  
‘Research and Innovation’ and ESF Priority 1 on ‘Tackling Poverty through Sustainable  
Employment’i. Some of the specific objectives for the WNW&V area listed under other  
priorities may also be relevant (Table 1).

While the other priorities may not directly involve health-related activities, they may contribute 
to improving health and well-being in Wales by impacting social, economic and environmental  
factorsii.  For example:

• Developing healthier cities through urban development under ERDF Priority 4                             
“Connectivity and Urban Development”

• Improving environmental health under ERDF Priority 3 “Renewable Energy and  

Energy Efficiency” 

• Tackling poverty and addressing socio-economic determinants of health under ESF (all 
priorities). 

Table 1. Priorities relevant to health under the European Structural Funds

ERDF

1) Research and 
innovation 

To increase the success of Welsh 
research institutions in attracting 

competitive and  
private research funding. 

To increase the successful  
translation of research and  

innovation processes into new 
and improved  

commercial products,  
processes and services, in  

particular through improved 
technology transfer from higher 

education institutions

£4.6m awarded to Cardiff 
University for the  

building of the CUBRIC 
Brain Imaging centrevii 

£39m for the Ser  
Cymru 2 research  

programme for star  
researchersviii  

£133m SMART suite of  
innovation 

support projectsix 

Relevant 
Priorities

Relevant 
Specific Objectives

 Example of  
interventionsv,vi
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ESF

1) Tackling  
Poverty through 

Sustainable  
Employment 

To increase the employability of 
Economically Inactive and Long 
Term Unemployed people aged 
25 and over, who have complex 
barriers to employment (such as 

long-term illness,  
disability, and substance and 

alcohol misuse). 

To reduce under-employment or 
absence rates for employed  

individuals with work-limiting 
health conditions and / or other 

barriers to sustainable  
engagement with the labour 

market. (WNW&V only)

£8.1m (to date) to fund 
Healthy Working Wales, the 

Welsh  
Government programme to 

support working-age  
people in Wales to stay fit 
and healthy or return to 

employment after a health 
problem.  

£11.5m to fund the  
Active Inclusion Fund. Run 

by the Wales  
Council for Voluntary  
Action to reduce the  

number of economically 
inactive and long term  

unemployed people across 
West Wales and the  

Valleys, including people 
with disability or limiting 

health conditions.

£40.7m in WNW&V and 
£5.7m in East Wales to fund 

the Welsh  
Government’s  

Apprenticeship scheme in 
all sectors,  

including healthcare. 

2) Skills for 
Growth

3) Youth  
Employment 

and Attainment

To increase the number of  
people in the workforce with 

technical and job specific skills 
at an intermediate and higher 

level. 

To increase the number of  
people with graduate degrees or 
equivalent undertaking research 

and innovation activities with 
enterprise (WNW&V only)

To improve the position of  
women in the workforce. 

To increase the skills of the Early 
Years and Childcare workforce. 

(WNW&V only)

Progress for Success (PfS) 
programme. Run by the 

Department for  
Education and Public  
Services, this £4.1m  
programme aims to  

increase the skills of the 
early years and childcare 

workforce across Wales, in 
line with the Welsh Early 
Years and Childcare Plan

Relevant 
Priorities

Relevant 
Specific Objectives

 Example of  
interventionsv,vi

http://www.healthyworkingwales.wales.nhs.uk/about-hww
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/skillsandtraining/apprenticeships/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/previous-administration/2016/earlyyearsplay/?lang=en
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/23799/1/150716-building-a-brighter-future-progress-report-2014-15-e.pdf
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/23799/1/150716-building-a-brighter-future-progress-report-2014-15-e.pdf
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Funding available and the application processvii

Business, higher and further education, third and public sector organisations can apply to 
lead on a project funded by European Structural Funding. 

The application process is based on two phases: 

Phase 1 (Pre-planning stage)

This stage consists of an initial structured dialogue between WEFO and potential  
applicants. WEFO will provide an Operation Logic Table and invite an  
applicant to complete the document providing the proposed operation has the  
potential to contribute towards the Operational Programme (see also WEFO’s guidance  
document). 

With this tool, potential applicants must describe their project, what it aims to achieve 
and how it fits within the funding programmes and Welsh investment priorities as well as  
potential barriers. Applicants should focus on one specific objective of the Operational  
Programme. The information provided in the Operation Logic Table should be concise and  
realistic. It should highlight the clear links between the aims, activities, indicators and end  
results of the proposal. The Operation Logic Table is the basis of WEFO’s decision to invite  
applicants to move to the next phase. Another key factor in this decision is how the  
proposal fits with the current and planned portfolio within the priority area, as described in the  
Operational Programme documents for WNW&V and East Wales, the Economic Prioritisation  
Framework for Welsh European Funds and the list of approved projects and ideas under  
development. 

Phase 2 (Business Planning Stage)

WEFO invites selected applicants to formally apply for funding. The business plan of the 
proposed project is submitted on-line in stages according to a defined template provided 
directly by WEFO. During the first stage, applicants must demonstrate how their  
project addresses 3 core principles (Strategic Fit, Delivery and  Financial and  Compliance). 

Once WEFO’s initial assessment or “Gateway Stage” is successfully completed,  
applicants will be invited to provide information regarding  6 further principles (Management of  
Operation, Indicators and Outcomes, Value for Money, Long Term Sustainability, Cross  
Cutting Themes and Suitability of Investment) to allow WEFO to explore the proposal in  
detail. Responses to each criterion are rated according to a scale going from “Inadequate” 
to “High” (Fig. 8).  Applicants need at least a “Low” rating for each criterion in order to pro-
ceed to the next stage of the process as an “Inadequate” rating would lead to an exit to the 
appraisal process. 

A description of Phase 2 and the assessment principle is available in WEFO’s guidance  
document.viii

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/wefo-guidance/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/140325applyingforfundingpart1en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/140325applyingforfundingpart1en.pdf
http://irelandwales.eu/what-is-the-programme
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/west-wales/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/east-wales/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/150615theeconomicprioritisationframeworkv3.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/150615theeconomicprioritisationframeworkv3.pdf
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/approved-projects/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/approved-projects/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/140926applyingforfundingpart2en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/140926applyingforfundingpart2en.pdf
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Good to know

• Further to the EU referendum, the UK Government will be issuing a new decision in the 
autumn of 2016 on how structural and investment fund projects will be  guaranteed in the 
coming years. Funding for any projects signed before the UK leaves the EU has been fully 
guaranteed. Regular information on this issue is available on the WG website on EU funds 
in Wales.xii, xiii

• Unlike most other European funding, European Structural Funding does not necessarily 
require a partnership to apply. However, partnerships are supported with the monthly 
publication of projects that have been adopted or are under development.ii

• Certain schemes funded by European Structural Funding such as Business Wales or Jobs 
for Growth are open to private individuals.  

• The end result and impact of a project are the most important elements of a proposal. 
Applicants should demonstrate how they will achieve the proposed result and why the 
plan of action is appropriate according to context, groups targeted, and the programme 
objective(s) the project falls under.

• The WEFO team maintains regular contact with applicants throughout Phase 2 of the 
process to request core or additional information for each criterion, update them on the 
progress of the application, agree on deadlines for each stage and assess the evidence 
submitted. 

• Further to the 2014-2020 programme, the WG has identified three principles that guide 
its strategy regarding  European Funding:  

  o Strategic investment: concentration and targeting of a small number of  
  investments to maximise opportunities
  o Integration: coherence between European Funds with national investments 
  o Simplification and harmonisation of the process to ensure a fair and effective  
  distribution of funds where they will be most impactful.ii, ix

INADEQUATE
The applicant has provided incomplete or insufficient responses against many 
of the listed evidence requirements thereby demonstrating an unacceptable 
level of risk.

LOW
The applicant has provided potentially incomplete or insufficient  
responses against one or more of the evidence requirements but demonstrates a  
potentially significant yet acceptable level of risk,

MEDIUM
The applicant has provided satisfactory and detailed responses against most 
of the evidence requirements and demonstrates a low level of risk.

HIGH
The applicants has provided robust and detailed responses against all of the 
evidence requirements and demonstrates minimal risk

Figure 8. Rating scale of WEFO assessment criteria in Phase 2viii

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/looking/approved-projects/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/looking/approved-projects/?lang=en
http://businesswales.gov.wales/
http://www.careerswales.com/en/jobs-and-training/job-seeking/vacancy-search/what-is-jobs-growth-wales/
http://www.careerswales.com/en/jobs-and-training/job-seeking/vacancy-search/what-is-jobs-growth-wales/


19

Examples of Welsh success storiesx 

Workways+: Neath Port Talbot Council received £7.5m under the previous EU  
Structural Fund Programme to support 4,000 long-term unemployed people, including  
people with disabilities or work limiting health conditions to re-engage or enter into the  
labour market.

BEACON: Aberystwyth University’s Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural  
Science, Bangor and Swansea Universities received £9.3m under the previous EU   
Structural Fund Programme to support the development of expertise and the development of  
innovative products, including pharmaceutical components derived from plants.

Institute for Life Sciencesxi: Swansea University was awarded £12.9m to expand their  
Institute for Life Sciences in 2009. The new building hosts a clinical research centre,  
incubator grow-on space and a technology transfer and business support team.



20

References   

i Welsh Government (2015) A summary of the ERDF and ESF Structural Fund Programmes in Wales. [online] 
ii Smithson T (2016) European Structural and Investment Funds [Power Point presentation] European Fund-
ing and Collaboration for Health and Well-being in Wales. Bridging the Gap between European Funding and 
Health (08/02/2016). Accessed 12/07/2016 [online] 
iii Welsh Government (2016) Approved Projects 2014-2020 [26 May 2016]. Accessed 12/07/2016  
[online] 
iv CUBRIC (n.d.) Our Funders. Accessed 12/07/2016 [online] 
v Business Wales (n.d.) Sêr Cymru II: Early Career Fellowships and ‘Rising Star’ scheme. Accessed 12/07/2016 
[online] 
vi Welsh Government (2016) SMART Suite of Programmes. Accessed 12/07/2016 [online] 
vii Welsh Government (2015) Looking for funding. Accessed 12/07/2016 [online]
viii Welsh European Funding Office  (2014) Applying for EU Funding – Part 2: The Business  
Planning Stage. Completing the Business Plan Template & the Selection Criteria. Accessed 12/07/2016  
[online]. 
ix Welsh European Funding Office (2016) European Structural Fund Programmes 2014-2020.  
Guidance. Delivery models [Version 2, February 2016]. Accessed 12/07/2016 [online] 
x Welsh Government (2016) EU Funds. Investing in people and communities.  Accessed 12/07/2016 [online] 
xi Welsh Government (2009) Institute For Life Sciences 2. Accessed 12/07/2016 [online]
xii UK Government (2016) Further certainty on EU funding for hundreds of British projects. Accessed 05/10/2016 
[online]
xiii Welsh Government (2016) Statement by the First Minister of Wales on the UK Government’s announcement 
on EU funds. Accessed 18/08/2016 [online]

http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/150123summaryofesfandesfen.pdf
http://www.internationalhealth.wales.nhs.uk/event-european-funding-and-collaboration
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/160330-approved-projects.pdf
http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/cubric/our-funders/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/expertisewales/s%C3%AAr-cymru-ii-early-career-fellowships-and-%E2%80%98rising-star%E2%80%99-scheme
http://businesswales.gov.wales/expertisewales/sites/expertisewales/files/wg27637_smart_guide_e_pdf.pdf
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/looking/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/140926applyingforfundingpart2en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/160307-delivery-models.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/160506-people-communities.pdf
https://businesswales.gov.wales/lifesciences
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-certainty-on-eu-funding-for-hundreds-of-british-projects 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/firstminister/2016/160813eu/?lang=en


21

 European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
 
Rural Community Development Fund

 Key sources of information

 For full information on the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 2014- 
 2020 in Wales please go to the programme website and documents. 
 For general information, please go to the fund website and guidance documents.

 Key contacts for European Agricultural Fund for Rural   
 Development

 Email: RCDF@wales.gsi.gov.uk

 Contact points for Local Action Groups (LAGs) can be found on the Welsh  
 Government website.
 

Keywords 

poverty, social exclusion, rural 
communities

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/documents-2014-2020/?lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/country-files/uk_en.htm
mailto:RCDF%40wales.gsi.gov.uk%20?subject=
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/wales-rural-network/local-action-groups/?lang=en
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 European Agricultural Fund for 
 Rural Development 

 Rural Community Development Fund

What is the European Agricultural Fund for Rural  
Development?

The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) is a Structural Fund which 
finances the EU’s contributions to rural development programmes. In conjunction with the  
European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF), it finances the EU Common Agricultural  
Policy (CAP).i  In Wales, this programme is implemented through the Rural Development  
Programme 2014-2020, which was agreed by the WG and the EC in May 2015. 

Worth EUR 1.3 billion for 7 years, the Welsh Rural Development Programme  
follows the same 6 priorities as the EAFRD, each of them being developed in  
focus areas, measures and sub-measures (Fig. 9). All projects funded by this 
programme must integrate two of the European Structural Funds’ cross cutting themes: Equal  
Opportunities and Gender Mainstreaming, and Sustainable Development.ii

In Wales, EARDF priorities and measures are implemented through 9 different schemes and 
frameworks: 

 1. Knowledge Transfer and Innovation Scheme
 2. Sustainable Production Grant Scheme
 3. Food Business Investment Scheme 
  4. Timber Business Investment Scheme 
 5. Cooperation and Supply Chain Development Scheme 
 6. Rural Community Development Fund
 7. LEADER (the “Links between the rural economy and development actions” (see   
 Box 1)
  8. Sustainable Management Scheme
  9. Glastir, the sustainable land management scheme.iii  

The Rural Community Development Fund will be expanded upon in this section as this fund 
is the most relevant to health.

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/applying/cross-cutting-guidance/?lang=en


23

Figure 9. The EAFRD in Wales: the Welsh Rural Development Programme

 1) Fostering knowledge transfer and innovation innovation in agriculture, forestry   
     and rural areas 

 2) Enhancing competitiveness of all types of agriculture and enhancing farm viability

 3) Promoting food chain organisation and risk management in agriculture

 4) Restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems dependent on agriculture and 
      forestry

 1) Fostering the competitiveness of agriculture

2) Achieving a balanced territorial development of rural economies and communities 
    including the creation and maintenance of employment

3) Ensuring the sustainable management of natural resources and climate action

3 
Objectives

 1) Drawing up development, protection and management plans 

 2) Creation, improvement or expansion of infrastructure, including renewable 
      energy and energy saving 

 3) Broadband infrastructure, access to broadband and public e-government 

 4) Local basic services for the rural population including leisure and culture, and 
      the related infrastructure 

 5) Investments for public use in recreational infrastructure, tourist information and 
     infrastructure 

 6) Maintenance, restoration and upgrading of cultural and natural heritage 

 7) Activities and facilities improving the quality of life or increasing the 
     environmental performance of rural settlements 

6 
Priorities

18 
Focus Areas

Measures

 5) Promoting resource efficiency and supporting the shift towards a low carbon and 
 climate resilient economy in agriculture, food and forestry sectors

 6) Promoting social inclusion poverty reduction and economic development in rural 
 areas

Sub-Measures

 
Measure 7 and associated sub-measures

Rural 
Community 

Development 
Fund 

(RCDF)
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Box 1 : LEADER and LAG

The LEADER partnership is a European-funded framework to support rural development and 
the implementation of national Rural Development Programmes under EARDF.  LEADER is 
a French acronym, which translates to ‘Links between the rural economy and development 
actions’.  Under this framework, decision-making and rural strategies are led locally by Local 
Action Groups (LAG), which represent the local community. LAGs include public and private 
partners from each rural territory covered and have to include representatives from different 
socio-economic sectors of the area. The territory covered by each LAG and the total number 
of LAG is defined by the Welsh government under its Rural Development programme. For 
each LAG, a contact point is identified. To find out whether your area is covered and who your 
contact point is, visit the Welsh Government website. 

How could accessing this fund improve the health of Welsh 
citizens?

For 2014-2020, health-related funding is available under one of the Rural Development 
schemes called the Rural Community Development Fund (RCDF). This fund finances  
projects and activities addressing the issues listed under Measure 7 of the EAFRD (Fig. 8). 
Of the sub-measures included under Measure 7, number 4 on access to local services and 
number 5 on tourism and recreational infrastructure are the most relevant to health. As an  
example, the RCDF guidance notes mention investment in medical services outreach as well as  
leisure or cultural activities and infrastructure that aim to improve health, especially in the most  
vulnerable populations, or reduce social exclusion among eligible activities under RCDF. 

Funding available and the application process

Most Rural Development Programme schemes, including RCDF, only accept applications 
when calls are open. RCDF has at least 2 call periods per year of 3 to 4 months each. The 
opening and closing dates for each call can be found on the WG website. 

The total amount available for projects is defined for every call. For example, in the last 
2016 call, a total amount of £4 million was made available for an indicative number of 66  
projects supported. The minimum and maximum limits for grants depend on the type of activity  
financed and the sub-measure it covers. Further details are available in the RCDF  
guidance notes. Local Action Groups (LAG - see Box 1), local community groups, including  
charities and trusts, co-operatives, social enterprises, mutuals, local authorities, the WG, and 
under certain conditions companies can apply for funding under the RCDF as long as they 
are located in the rural areas covered by the LEADER partnership.iv, v

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/wales-rural-network/local-action-groups/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/rural-community-development-fund/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/161024-rural-community-development-fund-guidance-notes-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/161024-rural-community-development-fund-guidance-notes-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/wales-rural-network/local-action-groups/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/leader/?lang=en
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The Application Process

Applications for the RCDF follow a 2-stage process. Opening and closing dates for each 
phase are detailed on the call’s calendar. 
Before submitting a proposal, applicants must contact and discuss their project with their 
LAG to make sure that it is in line with the local development strategy. Support from LAGs 
and fitting with local priorities are essential components of a proposal, which will be assessed 
and scored during the application process.vii 

Phase 1

The first phase consists of the submission of an ‘Expression of Interest’, which must be  
submitted to WEFO within the three or four-month period when the RCDF calls are open. The 
template and guidelines are available on the programme’s webpage.
The expression of interest includes a description of the project, its budget, how it fits  
within the RCDF, budget and grant request, and how the proposal addresses the  
programme’s five priority criteria. Each criterion is scored from 0 to 5 and weighed according to  
various factors; this is known as the weighting factor.
The decision to proceed on to the next stage is based on the overall score achieved by a  
proposal. Therefore an individual proposal does not have to address every single priority 
areaviii. However, to move on to the next stage, a proposal must achieve a score of at least 25 
points. Applicants should be informed of the outcome of their proposal within 2 months after 
the submission deadlineix. The priority areas include: 

1. Effective community engagement during the development of the proposal (weighting    
factor 5) 

2. Additional and strategic compliance with the programme and local development   
strategies (weighting factor 4)

3. Improving access to services (weighting factor 3)

4. Needs and support of those living in fuel poverty (weighting factor 3)

5. Needs and support of those facing in-work poverty (weighting factor 3) 

6. Needs and support of those facing digital inclusion (weighting factor 3). 

Phase 2

If successful in the first phase, applicants will be invited by WEFO to submit a 
‘Full Scheme Application’ via the online portal. This application will include further  
details about the project, the associated business plan and, if required, other supporting  
information such as accounts and financial information. WEFO evaluates applications against 
RCDF eligibility rules and guidance.x

The full application has to be submitted within six months after the invitation. The outcome 
of the application is usually provided to the applicant within three months after submission.x

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/rural-community-development-fund/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/161024-rural-community-development-fund-guidance-notes-en.pdf
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Good to knowxii

 • RCDF is an investment fund that primarily aims to support activities such as the  
 construction or acquisition of property, or the purchase of equipment that will  
 support the objectives listed in individual sub-measures. It does not usually cover  
 operational  costs. 

 • RCDF requires at least a 20% co-funding of projects. However, this share can be  
 covered in cash or in kind by a third party from the public, private or third sector. 

 • In most cases, RCDF projects cannot exceed three years. Further to the EU  
 referendum, the WG has issued new guidance on the duration of projects under  
 EAFRD. Further information should be provided in the UK Government’s  
 Autumn Statement.xv

 • RCDF aims to provide strategic investment. Therefore, applicants have to show that  
 their project would not be able to proceed without a grant. As a result, the project  
 cannot have started before the grant decision.

 • While RCDF does not require a minimum number of partners for a proposal to be  
 funded. Linking with targeted communities, relevant LAGs and other stakeholders is  
 essential as this element will be evaluated as part of the expression of interest  
 assessment.
 
Examples of Welsh success stories
GwarchodNi Project: funded via a LEADER call for proposals under the last  
Rural  Development Plan for Wales, this 2.5-year project brought together three rural areas  
(Tregaron and the Uplands, Penllyn and Bro Ddyfi) to provide funding to local actors to  
explore and develop innovative sustainable childcare solutions that meet the specific needs 
of rural areas. 11 different projects were supported for a total of £45,000 grant  funding.xiii 

Bwcabus: funded under the Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007-2013, granted to the local  
authorities of Ceredigion and Carmarthenshire, Traveline Cymru (the public transport  
information service) and the University of South Wales developed an on-demand, affordable 
and accessible local bus service. The Service aimed to improve access to local services and 
employment, and reduce social isolation in the rural areas it covers.xiv
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 European Territorial Co-operation (ETC)

Key sources of information

For full information on Interreg, please go to the individual programme websites:
Ireland-Wales website   /  programme manual
Atlantic Area website   /  programme manual
North West Europe website  /  programme manual 
Interreg V Europe website  /  programme manual
URBACT III website   /  programme manual 

Key contacts for European Territorial Co-operation

Ireland- Wales  IrelandWalesCrossBorderProgramme@wales.gsi.gov.uk

Atlantic Area   Guillaume Le Palud
     07825 645 583 
     guillaume.le-palud@communities.gsi.gov.uk  

North-West Europe  Emily Shephard;  Vanessa Pilley
     078 25 60 92 01;  075 84 55 64 65
     emily.shephard@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
     vanessa.pilley@communities.gsi.gov.uk 

Interreg (V) Europe territorialcooperation@wales.gsi.gov.uk

URBACT III   territorialcooperation@wales.gsi.gov.uk

Keywords 

Cooperation, cohesion, joint  
actions, policy, innovation,  
regional development

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/ireland-wales/?lang=en
http://irelandwales.eu/sites/default/files/2016-04/150325citizensummary.pdf
http://www.atlanticarea.eu/
http://atlanticarea.ccdr-n.pt/atlantic-area-2020/programme-documents/atlantic-area-programme-approved-cp-en
http://www.nweurope.eu/
http://www.nweurope.eu/about-the-programme/
http://www.interregeurope.eu/
http://www.interregeurope.eu/help/programme-manual/
http://urbact.eu/
http://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/pm_complete_v4_feb_2016.pdf
mailto:IrelandWalesCrossBorderProgramme%40wales.gsi.gov.uk%20?subject=
mailto:guillaume.le-palud%40communities.gsi.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:emily.shephard%40communities.gsi.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:vanessa.pilley%40communities.gsi.gov.uk%20?subject=
mailto:Paula.maclachlan%40communities.gsi.%20%20%20%20%20%20gov.uk%20%20%20?subject=
mailto:territorialcooperation%40wales.gsi.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:territorialcooperation%40wales.gsi.gov.uk?subject=
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 European Territorial Co-operation (ETC)

The content and objectives of individual programmes are agreed between participating  
countries or regions and the EC.

Each ETC programme is led by a Monitoring Committee (MC), which is the programmes’ 
main decision-making body. The MC includes a range of representatives from each  
region, local authority or Member State involved, in addition to the bodies running the  

What is the European Territorial Co-operation (ETC)?

The European Territorial Co-operation (ETC) programme, also known as Interreg,  
provides a framework for national, regional and local actors in the EU to work together to  
address common social, economic and environmental challenges. Funded under the ERDF, the 
ETC programme for 2014-2020 has a total budget of €10 billion financing over 100 programmes 
across the EU according to three types of cooperation: Cross border, Transnational and  
Interregional (Fig. 10). As part of the EU Regional Policy, each ETC programme has to cover at 
least 4 of the 11 priorities identified in the Regional Policy for 2014-2020 (Fig. 4 pg. 9). 

For this period, Wales and its regions are taking part in 7 ETC programmesi  (Fig. 10). 

Figure 10. ETC programmes open to Walesi

European Territorial Co-operation

(A)
Cross-Border

Ireland-Wales   
Programme

(EUR 100 million)

(B)
Transnational

Atlantic Area
(EUR 185 million)

North-West 
Europe

(EUR 370 million)

(C)
Interregional

Interreg V Europe
(EUR 359 million)

Interact III
(EUR 40 million)

ESPON
(EUR 48.7 million)

URBACT III 
(EUR 96.3 million)

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/how/priorities
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How Could Accessing these Funds Improve the Health of Welsh 
Citizens?

Of the seven ETC programmes Wales participates in, five have priorities relevant to health 
(Fig. 12), which mainly fall under innovation and research. 

Other priority areas that address environmental or socio-economic factors and the                       
determinants of health may provide funding opportunities for health-related projects. 

implementation of the programme, the EC (under an advisory role), and in certain cases,  
other relevant stakeholders. 

The daily management of the programme is delegated from the MC to one of 
the participating regions or Member States, which becomes the Managing  
Authority. For example, the Atlantic Area Programme is managed by Portugal’s North Regional  
Coordination and Development Commission while France’s Nord-Pas de Calais region is the 
Managing authority for both the NW Europe and Interreg Europe programmes. 
 
The work of the Managing Authority is supported by a Joint Secretariat, which is one of the 
main points of contact for applicants and beneficiaries of the programme.iii, iv, v, vi, vii, viii         

To provide relevant information about the programme to potential applicants and advise them 
before application, ETC programmes have national contact points (see the ‘Key contacts for  
ETC’ Section).

Figure 11. ETC Programme Management Structure
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Figure 12. Wales’ ETC programme areas and priorities (part 1)
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Figure 12. Wales’ ETC programme areas and priorities (part 2)
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Governance

Environment

Economy

Inclusion

Integrated Urban Development

Funding available and the application process 

Each programme has its own application process and rules. 

 Who can apply?

 Application  
 process

Ireland- Walesix

Organisations from the public, private and third sector

Open call, 2-step process
 Pre-Planning Stage: Initial discussion with the  
 Programme’s Joint Secretariat, leading to the formal  
 submission of a Operation Logic Table

 Business Planning Stage: By invitation only,  
 submission of a business plan demonstrating how your 
 proposal addresses: Strategic Fit, Delivery, Financial  and  
 Compliance, Management of Operation, Indicators  and   
 Outcomes, Value for Money, Long Term Sustainability,  
 Suitability of Investment, Cross Cutting Themes (Equal  
 Opportunities and non discrimination, Sustainable  
 development, Equality between women and men)

Figure 12. Wales’ ETC programme areas and priorities (part 3)

URBACT III

mailto:IrelandWalesCrossBorderProgramme%40wales.gsi.gov.uk?subject=
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 Decision-making

 Key Documents

The Programme Steering Committee - 18 members that  
represent the key stakeholder groups in both Ireland 
and Wales, jointly chaired by senior officials of the Welsh  
Government and the Irish Southern Regional Assembly 
makes the final decision.
Each of the 9 criteria in the business plan is rated from  
Inadequate to High. The final decision is made on the overall 
rating of the proposal

Guidance on Indicator Definitions, Data and Evidence  
Requirements
Applying for EU Funding – Part 1: The Pre Planning Stage
Applying for EU Funding – Part 2: The Business Planning 
Stage

Atlantic Areax

 Who can apply?

 Application  
 process

 

Decision-making

 Key Documents

As Lead or Partner: any public or not-for-profit private  
organisation under national law.
As partners only (with restrictions): for-profit businesses.

Call for projects every one or two years, two-step process
 Phase one: Register and submit an Expression of  
 Interest  demonstrating why the project matters to the  
 programme area and indicating the measurable result it  
 intends to achieve. Using the on-line template, the  
 Expression of interest should identify the project’s  
 rationale, the need it responds to, its main objectives  
 and planned results. 
 
 Phase two: Upon invitation, submit a full application

The process calendar is published at the opening of each 
call. The joint Secretariat assesses whether the proposal is  
complete, meets all the eligibility criteria, and scores its  
quality according to the criteria listed in the Call for Proposal’s  
Manual. Based on this assessment, the Monitoring  
Committee makes decision at each stage

Key documents are specific to each call. The 2016 call is 
now closed. You may review the 2016 key documents for  
information.

http://irelandwales.eu/apply-funding/guidance-project-proposals-and-approved-projects-ireland-wales-programme-2014-2020
http://irelandwales.eu/apply-funding/guidance-project-proposals-and-approved-projects-ireland-wales-programme-2014-2020
http://irelandwales.eu/sites/default/files/2016-04/160216-applying-for-funding.pdf
http://irelandwales.eu/sites/default/files/2016-04/150618iwapplyingforeufundingpart2.pdf
http://irelandwales.eu/sites/default/files/2016-04/150618iwapplyingforeufundingpart2.pdf
http://www.atlanticarea.eu/proposal/64743
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North West Europexi

 Who can apply?

 Application  
 process

 
 Decision-making

 

 Key Documents

As Lead or Partner: any public or not-for-profit private  
organisation under national law.
As partners only (with restrictions): for-profit  
organisations.

Bi-annual calls for proposal (May and November)
Two Step process:

Light application: 
 Applicant must  
 demonstrate why  
 the project  
 matters to the  
 programme area  
 and indicate  
 the result it aims  
 to achieve.  
 Applications  
 should include the  
 project’s rationale,  
 the need it  
 responds to, its  
 main objective  
 and planned  
 results. 

Full Application: 
 Applicant will discuss their project with a programme  
 officer before submitting a full application. 

The project summary must be available in all 4  
official languages of the North West programme.

At the end of each phase, proposals are rated from 1 to 5  
according to the list of eligibility and quality criteria listed in 
the programme Manual. 

Quality criteria are weighted differently.

The final decision is taken by the Monitoring Committee.

Chapter 3 and 4 of the Programme Manual
Template application forms for Phase 1 and 2 (for reference 
only)

http://www.nweurope.eu/media/1250/programme-manual_v3.pdf
http://www.nweurope.eu/help-support/application-resources/
http://www.nweurope.eu/help-support/application-resources/


36

Interreg V Europe
 Who can apply?

 Application  
 process

 Decision-making

 
 Key Documents

As Lead or Partner: any public body or body governed 
by public law from the EU or Norway (including ‘advisory 
partners ‘ taking on a advisory role in the poject) .
As partners only (with restrictions): private non-profit  
organisations or any organisations from Switzerland.

Annual call for proposal
Single submission online including:
 Application form: detailing the project, its results & out 
 comes, budget and management structure
 
 A partner declaration: to be filled by every partner  
 including lead partner in the project, it details the  
 partner’s responsibility and compliance with the  
 programme’s rule 

 Letters of support: shows the acknowledgement and  
 support of the project by all relevant bodies which are not  
 directly involved as partners but which role as an  
 organisation is necessary to the success of the  
 project e.g. the local, regional or national body or agency  
 responsible for a policy instrument relevant to but not  
 directly affect by  the project. In Wales, partners in need  
 of such a letter should contact the WG ETC Unit, which  
 facilitates this process. 

All these documents have to be completed in full by the call’s 
deadline. No change or addition can be brought during any of 
the assessment phases

Two-step assessment carried out by the Joint Secretariat

 Step 1: Compliance with eligibility criteria

 Step 2: Quality criteria covering the strategic fit and  
 operational feature of the proposal are scored from 1 to 5.  
 Proposals should achieve an overall score of at least 3  
 to be recommended for approval. 

The Monitoring Committee makes a decision at the 
end of each phase based on the Joint Secretariat’s  
recommendations. 

Programme Manual
Key documents are specific to each call. The 2016 call is now 
closed. You may review key documents from the last calls for  
information.

mailto:territorialcooperation%40wales.gsi.gov.uk?subject=Interreg%20V%20Europe%20-%20letter%20of%20Support
http://www.interregeurope.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Call_related_documents/Interreg_Europe_Programme_manual.pdf
http://www.interregeurope.eu/projects/apply-for-funding/
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URBACT III
 Who can apply?

 Application  
 process

 Decision-making

 Key Documents

Cities, municipalities, towns (without limit of size),  
infra-municipal tiers of government, metropolitan  
authorities and organized agglomerations.

Three calls for proposal between 2015 and 2020. 

Funding is granted in 2 phases (6 and 24 months  
respectively), with an application procedure at the beginning 
of each phase.

For each funding phase application, the lead partner must fill 
the on-line application form detailing the project, its results 
and outcomes, budget, partners & networks, work plan and  
management structure (plus the results of Phase 1 for 
Phase 2 application)

3-step-process at each phase
 1) Secretariat assess whether the project matches  
 eligibility criteria

 2) An external panel assesses the eligibility of a project 
 based on its relevance, coherence and quality, and provide  
 recommendations

 3) Based on recommendations, the Managing  
 Authority submits a given number of proposals for  
 approval to the Monitoring Committee.

Programme Manual
Key documents are specific to each call. The 2016 call is now 
closed. You may review key documents from previous calls for  
information.

http://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/pm_complete_v4_feb_2016.pdf
http://urbact.eu/open-calls-networks
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Finding partners
All of these programmes require European partnerships. The Ireland-Wales programme  
requires at least one partner from each country. The other ETC programmes highlighted 
above require at least 3 partners from 3 or more eligible countries. While each partner will be 
responsible for the implementation of the project, the legal and financial responsibility for the 
programme is usually on the Lead partner only.

Many of these programmes have an established database or search tools to help applicants 
find partners:
 - Atlantic Area: Partner database

 - North West Europe: LinkedIn groups to find partners in each priority theme  
 (Innovation, Low carbon, Resource and materials efficiency) 

 - Interreg Europe: Project and partner search

 - URBACT III website: Partner Marketplace (call specific)

Good to know 
 • When developing their project idea, potential applicants must contact their national  
 contact points before starting the application process.

 • Most of the programmes require 15-25% co-funding either from the partners or a  
 third  party relevant to the project.

 •Organisations from non-EU countries like Switzerland or Norway can participate in  
 some  of these programmes, such as North-West Europe or Interreg Europe, however  
 specific eligibility rules apply to these countries. 

 • While some ETC programmes allow partners from outside the programme area,  
 in most cases these participants cannot be lead partners or be counted in the  
 minimum number of partners/participating countries required in the programme.   
 They may also face different financial eligibility rules.

 • Every ETC programme includes tools to support prospective applicants either on  
 their  websites (e.g. Applicant resources) or via events and workshops (information days,  
 application workshops). Visit the programme websites for further information.  
 National contact points and the Joint Secretariat also provide information and support  
 to applicants.

 • While most programmes accept applications in English, some of them like the  
 North-West Europe Programme, require certain parts of the proposal to be submitted  
 in more than one language. 

 • Calls for proposal are open for only a short period of time (from 6 to 12 weeks in   
 2016). However, relevant resources and databases remain available outside of the call  
 period to allow enough time to develop project proposals and build partnerships.

 • Once published, review your project ideas against the call for proposal and  
 updated manual. Selection criteria and assessment mechanisms are detailed in these  
 documents.

http://www.atlanticarea.eu/project/partners
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7012732
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7010650
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7009609
http://www.interregeurope.eu/search/
http://urbact.eu/projects
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Examples of Welsh success stories
Ireland Wales Programme 2007-2013
NeuroSKILL (EUR 1.7m)
Partners: School of Medicine in Trinity College Dublin (lead), the School of Medicine and 
Medical Science in University College Dublin, and the School of Psychology in Bangor  
University
New training courses and technologies to increase the skills of the health care sector when 
dealing with patients suffering from dementia. 

Atlantic Area
ARCOPOL (EUR 3m)
Partners: CETMAR (led), includes Pembrokeshire County Council. Other Member States  
include France, Ireland and Portugal. 
ARCOPOL is a project that focused on the prevention, response to and mitigation of oil 
spills. Based on the experience acquired through EROCIPS, ARCOPOL aims to improve 
prevention, response and mitigation capabilities against oil, hazardous and noxious  
substances (HNS) and inert spills and to establish the basis for a sustainable Atlantic network 
of experts supported by adequate information, data exchange and management tools.  

North West Europe 2013-2015
Supporting Public Service Innovation using Design in European Regions (SPIDER)  
(EUR 2.2m)
Partners: Cardiff Metropolitan University (lead), County Council of the City and County of 
Cardiff, Cornwall Council. Other Member States include France, Ireland, Belgium
SPIDER aims to deliver innovation in public services by putting citizens at the heart of the 
development process using service design. By engaging both service users and service  
providers in developing and testing solutions, the new services are citizen-focused, desirable 
to use and inclusive. 

http://neuroskill.eu/about-neuroskill/
http://atlanticprojects.ccdr-n.pt/project-area/arcopol-1
http://4b.nweurope.eu/index.php?act=project_detail&id=5494
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Interreg IVC
Regional Action Plans for Innovation Development and Enterprise (RAPIDE) (EUR 1.8m)
Partners: South West of England Regional Development Agency (lead) and includes 
the Welsh Assembly Government. Other Member States include, Spain, Poland, Greece,   
Germany, Estonia, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Finland and Hungary. 
RAPIDE is a proposal for a capitalisation network involving 13 partners from 11  Member States. 
Its aim is to implement good practice relating to the role of the public sector in  stimulating  
innovation in partner regions, in particular helping businesses (primarily SMEs) to bring inno-
vative products and services to market more quickly. 

URBACT 2014-2020
AGRI-URBAN (n.d.)
Partners: Baena - Spain (lead), includes Monmouthshire County Council. Other network 
members are located in Portugal, Sweden, Belgium, Latvia, Croatia, Greece, Italy, France, and 
Spain.
AGRI-URBAN is about Rethinking Agrifood Production in Small and Medium-sized Cities. It will 
tackle initiatives related to short circuits of production and consumption, access to land and  
employment for youth in agriculture, training policies and support for the inclusion of new  
producers, urban agriculture, organic products or planning regulations related to  
agricultural land. A new link between urban and rural spaces, through an integrated urban 
focus and putting the target in employment creation is our main purpose.

http://www.interreg4c.eu/projects/project-details/index-project=23-regional-action-plans-for-innovation-development-and-enterprise&.html
http://urbact.eu/agri-urban
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 Help and Advice

Key National Contacts

Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO) For information and advice to applicants, 
visit the Welsh Government’s website or 
contact WEFO at:

Welsh European Funding Office
Merthyr Tydfil Office
Rhydycar Business Park
Rhydycar
Merthyr Tydfil
CF48 1UZ

Phone: 0845 010 3355 
Email: enquiries-wefo@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

National Contact Points for ETC 
programmes

A full list is available at each programme’s  
website.
 Ireland-Wales
 Atlantic Area
 North-West Europe
 Interreg V Europe
 URBACT III

Other useful sources of information and advice

Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) For help and advice in finding European 
partners, visit EEN’s website.

Wales Council for Voluntary Action 
(WCVA)

Visit the WCVA’s website for advice and 
guidance on how to access EU funding.

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/?lang=en
mailto:enquiries-wefo%40wales.gsi.gov.uk%20%20?subject=
http://irelandwales.eu/apply-for-funding
http://www.coop-atlantico.com/management-structure/nacional-corespondents
http://www.nweurope.eu/contact-us/contact-points/
http://www.interregeurope.eu/in-my-country/
http://urbact.eu/urbact-secretariat-organisation
http://www.enterprise-europe.co.uk/
http://www.wcva.org.uk/funding/europe
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What can the IHCC do?

 Inform: The IHCC can provide relevant general and tailored information on current  
 calls and application processes in line with an organisation’s priorities. 

 Network: As a member of EuroHealthNet and WHO Regions for Health Network,  
 the IHCC can introduce Welsh organisations to relevant potential partners as well as  
 other networks across Europe.

 Refer to experts: The IHCC is developing a network of individuals and institutions that  
 would be able to provide expert advice and support on EU funding and grant  
 proposals.

 For further information contact us at:

 Email: International.health@wales.nhs.uk 
 Telephone: 029 2010 4459

mailto:International.health%40wales.nhs.uk?subject=
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 Glossary

For further information and definitions, visit the European Commission’s glossary on 
Regional Policy.

Key word Description

Accession process The process by which a country joins the EU.

Annual Work Programmes

Documents that identify the grants that are planned to be  
awarded during the year, specifically through calls for  
proposals. They specify the legislation, the objectives and 
schedule each call for proposal with an indicative budget and 
the expected outcomes.

Call for Proposals Procedure to invite applicants to submit project  
proposals with the objective of receiving funds from the EU. 

EU Funding Ambassadors

Appointed by the Minster for Finance and  
Business in December 2014 to help promote and  
maximise the opportunities presented by the EU  
directly managed programmes.

Together for Health

“Together for Health” is the main health strategy for the EU 
and supports the wider objectives of Europe 2020. It aims to  
respond to common challenges through cooperation and  
coordination across the EU and complement national health  
policies in selected areas. The EU Health Strategy is currently 
implemented through the Third Health Programme.

More information about this strategy can be found on the  
European Commission’s website.

Europe 2020

Europe 2020 is the European Union’s ten-year growth strategy. 
It aims to create smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and 
economies in Europe.

More information about Europe 2020 can be found on the  
European Commission’s website.

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/what/glossary
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/policy/steps-towards-joining/index_en.htm
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/eu-programmes/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/eu-programmes/?lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/health/strategy/policy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
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European Commission’s  
Directorate-General for  

Regional and Urban Policy 
(DG-REGION)

European Commission’s Directorate in charge of 
the European Regional Policy. It works with the  
Member states, regions and other stakeholders to assess needs,  
finance investments, monitor regional funding spending and  
evaluate results from regional and structural programmes.

European Regional  
Development Fund 

(ERDF)

As part of the European cohesion policy, the ERDF 
is one of the main source of European Structural  
Funding. It aims to strengthen economic and  
social cohesion in the European Union by correcting  
imbalances between its regions. It also finances  
European Territorial Cooperation Programmes. 

Cohesion Fund 
(CF)

Aims to reduce economic and social  
disparities and to promote sustainable development. The CF  
applies to Members States with the lowest gross national  
income and is therefore not available in the UK.

European Social Fund 
(ESF)

Part of the European Structural Funds, the ESF  
focuses on improving employment and education opportunities 
across the European Union. It also aims to improve the situation 
of the most vulnerable people at risk of poverty.

European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development 

(EAFRD)

EAFRD finances the EU’s contribution to rural development  
programmes under the Common Agricultural Policy.

European Maritime and  
Fisheries Fund (EMFF)

Part of the European Structural and Investment (ESI) Funds, 
the EMFF is the fund for the EU's maritime and fisheries  
policies for 2014-2020. It aims to help fishermen in the  
transition to sustainable fishing ; support coastal communities in  
diversifying their economies; finance projects that create new 
jobs and improve quality of life along European coasts and make it  
easier for applicants to access financing.

European Solidarity Fund

Created in 2002, the European Solidarity Fund provides  
emergency funds for Member States affected by major  
natural disasters and would only be available to the UK under 
such circumstances. 

European Union (EU)

Political and economic union of 28 countries located in  
Europe, which operates through supranational institutions and  
intergovernmental-negotiated decisions by its Member States. 

More information about the European Union can be found on 
the European Commission’s website.

Funding The act of providing financial resources to finance programmes 
and projects, usually by an organisation or government.

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/erdf/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/erdf/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/erdf/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/cohesion-fund/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/cohesion-fund/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/social-fund/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/social-fund/
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/emff/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/emff/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/emff/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/solidarity-fund/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/solidarity-fund/
http://europa.eu/index_en.htm
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Health 2020

European Health Policy strategy devised and adopted by the 
World Health Organisation, which aims to support actions across 
government and society that improve health and well-being, 
contribute to the reduction of health inequalities, strengthen 
public health and improve health systems. 

More information about Health 2020 can be found on the World 
Health Organization’s website.

Health in All Policies

Health in All Policies (HiAP) is a policy strategy, which  
targets the key social determinants of health by addressing the  
impact of all policies on health. The HiAP approach is thus closely  
related to concepts such as ‘inter-sectoral action for health’, 
‘healthy public policy’ and ‘whole-of-government approach‘.

All EU policies have to follow the HiAP approach, as required by 
EU Treaty.

More information about HiAP can be found on the European  
Commission’s website.

Innovation Union

The Innovation Union is one of the seven  
flagship initiatives of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart,  
sustainable and inclusive growth. It aims to create better  
conditions that facilitate innovation in the EU. Find out more in 
the Innovation Union’s Pocket Guide.

More information about the Innovation Union can be found on 
the European Commission’s website.

LEADER

The LEADER partnership is a European  
funded framework to support rural development and 
the implementation of national Rural Development  
Programmes under EARDF. LEADER is a French  
acronym that stands for meaning ‘Links between the rural  
economy and development actions’.

Local Action Groups 
(LAG)

LAGs include public and private partners from each  
rural territory covered by the LEADER  
framework and have to include representatives from  
different socio-economic sectors of the area. The  
territory covered by each LAG and the total number 
of LAG is defined by the Welsh government in it Rural  
Development programme under EARDF. For each LAG, a  
contact point is identified.

National Contact Points or  
National Focal Points

Main structure to provide guidance, assistance and practical  
information on all aspects of participation for programmes such 
as Horizon 2020 and the Third Health Programme.

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-policy/health-2020-the-european-policy-for-health-and-well-being/about-health-2020/video-health-2020-better-health-for-europe-more-equitable-and-sustainable
http://ec.europa.eu/health/health_policies/policy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/innovation-union-pbKI3213062/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/glossary/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/glossary/index_en.htm#l
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/wales-rural-network/local-action-groups/?lang=en
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Project A collaborative effort between different organisations with the  
intent of achieving specified results.

Public Procurement

The public purchase of works, goods or  
services. Public procurement for EU programmes are  
provided through calls for tender notices published by the  
European Commission or one of its entities when seeking  
applicants who can deliver specific services, goods or work in  
exchange for payment. Calls for tender are one phase of the  
procurement procedures which lead to the conclusion of public 
contracts.

Regional Policy 
(Cohesion Policy)

Is the EU’s main investment framework to meet 
the goals of Europe 2020 through regional  
development. The Regional Policy supports the even  
implementation of European policy and aims to reduce  
economic and social disparities across all regions of the 28 
Member States.

Rural Community  
Development Fund

One of the funding schemes under EAFRDs  
Welsh Rural Development Programme. The Rural Community 
Development Fund provides investment funding for activities 
and projects aiming  to prevent poverty and mitigate the impact 
of poverty in rural communities, improving conditions which can 
lead to future jobs and growth.

Well-being of Future  
Generations (Wales) Act 2015

A piece of legislation that sets out to improve 
the social, economic, environmental and cultural  
well-being of Wales through the implementation of seven  
Well-Being Goals.

More information on the Well-being of Future  
Generations (Wales) Act 2015 can be found on the Welsh  
Government’s website and presentation.

World Health Organization  
European Region 

(WHO EURO)

The WHO Regional Office for Europe  
(WHO/Europe) is one of WHO’s six regional  
offices around the world. It serves the WHO European  
Region, which comprises 53 countries.

More information on the WHO/Europe can be found on the 
WHO website.

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/what/investment-policy/
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/what/investment-policy/
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/rural-community-development-fund/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/rural-community-development-fund/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/rural-community-development-fund/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/wales-rural-development-programme-2014-2020/rural-community-development-fund/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/future-generations-act/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/150623-guide-to-the-fg-act-en.pdf
http://www.who.int/about/regions/euro/en/
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 Annex 1

 European Funding 
 After the Referendum

Background 

The European Union (EU) is an economic and political union currently including 28 Member 
States.i The UK joined the EU in 1973 after a referendum. 

On the 23rd of June 2016, the UK held a referendum asking the British people if they wanted to  
remain or leave the EU. The referendum had a turnout of 72.2% with 51.9% of voters (over 17.4  
million people) chosing to leave the EU.ii

Both the UK Government and the main political parties have acknowledged the result.  
Further to the vote, a new Prime Minister, Theresa May, was appointed along with a new  
government that would be charged with leading the withdrawal process. Mrs May  
announced that the UK Government would not trigger this process until a cohesive UK-wide 
exit strategy and approach had been agreed, later suggesting that the government would 
need until March 2017 to prepare. iii,iv,v

Following the referendum, EU leaders met in Brussels on the 29th of June. A statement  
announced that the EU would respect the will of the British people. EU leaders clarified that 
the UK would remain a full Member State with all rights and obligations reserved until its 
withdrawal was finalised.vi

EU funding

Unlike the UK as a whole, Wales is currently a net beneficiary of EU funding. In 2014 the 
Welsh public sector received over £245 million more in EU funding than Wales’ total  
contribution to the EU. For example, Wales has been awarded over £2 billion in Structural 
Funds for 2014-2020 and EUR 655 (£550) million under the Rural Development Programme 
on top of the £250 million of Common Agricultural Policy fund.  These estimates do not  
include EU funding distributed directly from the EC to Welsh organisations such as Horizon  
2020  funding,  which attracted over EUR 35 million (£29.5 million) to Wales in 2014-2015. vii, viii  
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While the UK remains a member of the EU, funding will remain  
available to Wales and Welsh organisations.ix WG is issuing regular information  
updates on the guarantees of  EU  funding  and guidelines on the future of EU funds on 
its website.xv A more immediate challenge may be a lack of willingness from other EU  
organisations to include UK/Welsh partners in grant applications  and potential detrimental 
impact on European links in research. 

Once the withdrawal from the EU comes into effect, the participation of the UK,  
including Wales, to specific individual EU funding programmes, such as Horizon 2020,  
European Research Council funding, Erasmus + and certain Interreg programmes, may be 
negotiated with the EC by the UK Government. The future conditions of participation in such 
programmes will depend on the agreement signed between the UK and the EU.ix For example, 
while non-EU member states may be allowed to join a partnership as part of a Horizon 2020  
project, their eligibility to receive European funding under this project may be more  
restricted  than that of their EU partners. As a result, they may have to rely on  
alternative funding streams in order to support their work under such a project.x Based on the  
example from other non-EU European countries, such participation also implies a contribution 
to the EU budget or specific programme.xi As funding programmes are aligned with European  
priorities and policies, the UK’s capacity to influence these funding priorities would be limited. 

Funding programmes such as the Common Agricultural Policy and most of the European  
Structural Funds are not currently available to non-EU members. The WG has  
already demanded that the UK government provides some additional funding to Wales 
to replace the European funding lost as a result of Brexit.xii, xiii However, whether the UK  
Government will fully cover the financial loss triggered by withdrawal from the EU has yet to 
be confirmed.xiv

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/?lang=en
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